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7-9 NOVEMBER 2016
World Travel Market London 2016
ExCeL London, UK  
World Travel Market (WTM) 
London, the leading global event for 
the travel industry, is a three-day 
business-to-business exhibition for 
the worldwide travel and tourism 
industry. Almost 50,000 senior travel 
industry professionals, government 
ministers and international press attend 
the event to network, negotiate and 
discover the latest industry opinion 
and trends. The event is expected 
to generate around £2.5bn of travel 
industry contracts over the three days.
Email: wtmworld.helpline@reedexpo.co.uk
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8271 2101
www.wtmworld.com

14-15 NOVEMBER 2016
MuseumNext NYC
Tribeca Performing Arts 
Center, New York, US  
MuseumNext is a global conference on 
the future of museums.  Since 2009 it 
has acted as a platform for showcasing 
best practice today to shine a light on 
the museum of tomorrow. MuseumNext 
NYC will take place in November 2016 

with two days of curated presentations 
on the theme of  ‘Transformation’. 
Email: kala@museumnext.com
Tel: +44 (0) 191 261 9894
www.museumnext.com

14-18 NOVEMBER 2016
IAAPA Attractions Expo 2016
Orange County Convention 
Center, Orlando, Florida, US  
With more than 30,000 industry 
professionals expected to attend this year’s 
IAAPA conference, including 20,000 buyers 
coming from more than 100 countries, 
the event will explore the theme of ‘Every 
Experience Matters’. The trade show 
fl oor will cover over 550,000sq ft, with 
more than 1,000 companies set to exhibit 
their latest projects and cutting-edge 
innovations from 125 categories. Industry 
leaders, decision-makers, and trendsetters 
from across multiple sectors, including 
manufacturers and suppliers, and the owners 
and operators of theme and amusement 
parks, waterparks, FECs, zoos, aquariums, 
science centres, museums, resorts, 
and more, will be on-hand at the event. 
Email: iaapa@iaapa.org
Tel: +1 703 836 4800
www.IAAPA.org

24-28 JULY 2016
SIGGRAPH 2016 
Anaheim, California, US
SIGGRAPH is the world’s largest, most 
infl uential annual event in computer 
graphics and interactive techniques. 
The experience encompasses fi ve 

days of conference content with 
research, demos and screenings of 
the latest breakthroughs in the fi eld. 
It also includes three days of exhibits 
showcasing cutting-edge technology.
Tel: +1 805 677 4286
s2016.siggraph.org

18-22 SEPTEMBER 2016
Euro Attractions Show 2016 
Fira Gran Via, Barcelona, Spain  
With innovative ideas and products 
from more than 425 exhibiting 
companies from around the world, join 
your fellow colleagues and decision-
makers at the year’s premier event 
for international attractions and 
amusement professionals. Enter into 
an inspiring world of exhibits, seminars 
and networking events and catch 
an exclusive glimpse of Ferrariland, 
PortAventura’s latest attraction 
yet to be revealed to the public. 
Email: europe@iaapa.org
Tel: +43 (0) 22 162 915
www.IAAPA.org/EAS

6 OCTOBER 2016  
The Annual National Conference 
of Visitor Attractions 
Queen Elizabeth II Conference 
Centre, London, UK
The Annual National Conference of 
Visitor Attractions (VAC) is the pre-
eminent event for all types of visitor 
attractions in the UK. VAC is run by the 
industry, for the industry and is fi rmly 
established as the key place to meet 
and network with contemporaries. The 
event also features a thought-provoking 
programme of conference sessions to 
keep you up to date and help you fi nd new 
directions for your business. 
Email: vac@zibrant.com
Tel: +1 913 599 0300 
www.vacevents.com

11-14 OCTOBER 2016  
World Waterpark Association 
Symposium & Trade Show 
New Orleans, Lousiana, US 
The WWA’s Annual Symposium & Trade 
Show brings together hundreds of water 
leisure owners, operators, developers, 
designers and manufacturers for four days 
of education, networking and exhibiting – 
the only event specifi cally for waterparks.
Email: aezra@waterparks.org

AM2
DIARY DATES

SIGGRAPH showcases technical innovation from multiple fi elds



A biblical theme park in the US state of 
Kentucky has opened to the public with a 
full-size recreation of Noah’s Ark at its heart. 

The Ark Encounter explores the famous 
Bible tale of the great fl ood and Noah’s quest 
to build an ark to save his family and two of 
every animal on the planet. 

The boat is 510ft (155.5m) long, 85ft (26m) 
wide and 51ft (15.3m) high – converted 
from the cubit measurements provided in 
the Bible – and was built following nautical 
engineering practices from the era. 

More than three million board feet of 
timber was used to construct the ark. The 
project was designed by Troyer Construc-
tion Group and largely built on site in 
Williamstown by Amish craftsmen. 

More than 125,000sq ft (11,600sq m) of 
exhibits can be explored along the Ark’s three 
decks, billed as “an immersive, historically-
themed experience for the whole family.” 

Operator Crosswater Canyon, a non-profi t 
subsidiary of Christian organisation Answers 
in Genesis (AiG), says the ark is the world’s 
largest free-standing timber-framed structure. 

West Midland Safari Park in 
Worcestershire is seeking 
a crop of young students to 
take part in a new Animal 
Management course. 

Working alongside the 
Birmingham Metropolitan 
College, the level three 
extended diploma course for 
students aged 16 plus will 
start in September, running 
alongside the zoo’s existing 
level two diploma. 

The two-year training 
scheme will include three 
days a week based in the 
park and one day per week 
at Kidderminster Academy. 
Applicants must hold a 
level two qualifi cation in an 
animal related subject or 
have appropriate GCSEs to 
be considered for the course. 

Interactive dark ride manufacturer 
Triotech has welcomed 
Canadian businessman Charles 
Sirois to its board of directors. 

Billionaire Sirois made his name in 
the telecommunications industry. He 
founded private equity fi rm Telesystem 
and cellular telephone network Microcell 
(Fido), and in the past led BCE Mobile 
and Teleglobe. He was on the board of the 
Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
(CIBC) from 1997 to 2015 and served as 
its chairman from 2009 to 2015. 

Noah’s Ark attraction opens to public in Kentucky

Triotech welcomes 
Charles Sirois to board

West Midland Safari Park seeking 
students for level three training scheme

The ark is surrounded by a zoo, a lake, 
zip lines, a garden and a restaurant. In the 
future, plans are in place to build a theatre, a 
fl ood-walled city, a recreation of the Tower 

of Babel and a fi rst-century Middle Eastern 
village. Full development costs will reach 
US$150m (€136m, £113.2m) once complete. 

The giant ark has been recreated following nautical engineering practices from biblical times

The training scheme o� ers future careers in animal care

Sirois is a Canadian entrepreneur

Included in the curriculum 
will be lectures, practical 
work, coursework and exams. 
Students will also carry 
out work placements. 

“We are excited to o� er 
the extended course as it 

provides a fantastic platform 
for students to progress their 
experience within the animal 
fi eld,” said Caroline Richards, 
head of learning at West 
Midland Safari Park. 

More: http://lei.sr?a=X2q6K_A

More: http://lei.sr?a=K2U7X_A More: http://lei.sr?a=F9p4k_A


